Federal Task Force Agenda

I.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES’ FEDERAL AGENDA
(1) Advocate for the fulfillment of Biden-Harris commitments to Puerto Rico.

President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris established their
commitments to the people of Puerto Rico and to Puerto Ricans living in the
continental United States in a plan released on September 15, 2020. The House of
Representatives of Puerto Rico with the leadership of Speaker Rafael “Tatito”
Hernandez Montanez, will engage with the White House, federal agencies, and
Congress to ensure our people in our districts get the resources they need to
succeed. We will have two commissions (Public Funding Oversight and the
Federal, International, Status, and Veterans Affairs) that will work with advisors
and staff to execute the House of Representatives' federal priorities.
The House of Representatives of Puerto Rico will:
1. Collaborate with the White House Federal Working Group on Puerto Rico issues and
advocate for the Biden-Harris administration plan's fulfillment.
2. Engage with congressional members and federal agencies to identify our districts'
resources and voice our community's concerns.
3. Hold oversight to ensure federal funding is allocated correctly and fully disbursed by the
Executive to the people in need.
4. Ensure that the commissions working with federal affairs are provided the data,
information, and statistics needed to manage their legislative priorities.
5. Work in alliance with municipalities to pursue federal resources.
6. Collaborate with state legislatures and national organizations to advance the priorities of
the House.
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7. Facilitate the exchange of information and data between state legislatures and promote
cooperation with Puerto Rico's leaders.
Highlights of Biden-Harris administration commitments for Puerto Rico:
(1) The creation of a White House Federal Working Group that will report directly to the
President to address the major issues affecting Puerto Rico. This working group will have
the purpose of executing the federal agenda on Puerto Rico's affairs; and, in the same,
there will be representation from the different federal agencies described in Presidential
Executive Order number 13517 issued on October 30, 2009 by President Barack Obama
which amended the original Executive Order (13183) signed by President Bill Clinton in
2000.
(2) Offer the necessary technical assistance to expedite recovery funds and the
reconstruction of infrastructure to meet modern standards.
● Ensure that Puerto Rico receives urgently needed federal disaster reconstruction
funds to support Puerto Rico's long-term recovery and increase its ability to
withstand future storms, while ensuring transparency and accountability for public
funds.
● Immediately direct the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and all federal
agencies involved in the reconstruction of Puerto Rico to work closely with
Puerto Rico and municipal governments to ensure that federal funds are deployed
efficiently, effectively and in full compliance with applicable laws and
regulations.
● Direct HUD to remove onerous restrictions unique to Puerto Rico that limit its
access to Community Development Block Grant (CDBG-DR) Disaster Assistance
funds. Create a partnership with Puerto Rico’s 78 mayors to ensure that their
communities get the funds they need.
● To address as a priority the conditions of 30,000 families living under FEMA blue
awnings who are living in vulnerable and unacceptable conditions.
● To forgive disaster relief loans to the towns/municipalities of Puerto Rico so that
they can recover more quickly. FEMA has loaned approximately $300 million to
76 Puerto Rican towns/municipalities under the Community Disaster Loans/CDL
program. While such loans are often forgiven for municipalities in the continental
United States (provided they meet certain conditions), such forgiveness for Puerto
Rico can only occur at the discretion of the Secretary of Homeland Security in
consultation with the Secretary of the Treasury.
● It will be ensured that recovery funds benefit local businesses. To that end, the
Stafford Act preference guidelines for local recovery funds will be requested, and
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federal agencies will be asked to provide additional incentives to offer contracts to
Puerto Rican businesses, as required by the Small Business Administration 2019
Credit Act.
● Establish a mechanism similar to the one established by the Obama-Biden
administration for American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds to
provide the people of Puerto Rico with accurate, transparent and up-to-date
information on public spending.
● An infrastructure package will be implemented that will rebuild our nation's roads
and bridges, schools, utilities, ports, public transportation, and other
infrastructure. And it will ensure that island infrastructure and coastal habitats are
rebuilt in ways that increase their capacity and resilience to withstand future
storms. This means revitalizing major industries, including manufacturing.
(3) To invest resources in Puerto Rico's future through economic development initiatives
and support for families.
● Puerto Rico's electrical system will be strengthened and improved, providing
clean, reliable, and low-cost electricity to Puerto Rico's businesses and residents.
This is fundamental to the long-term economic development of the island. This
includes modernizing the power generation, transmission and distribution systems
of PREPA (Puerto Rico Electric Power Authority) through the necessary
infrastructure investments.
● Access to affordable, quality health care will be provided.
○ President Biden committed to working to ensure that Puerto Rico can
participate in the Medicaid program on a par with other U.S. jurisdictions.
The federal government caps annual Medicaid funding for Puerto Rico
and contributes at a far lower rate than if federal matching funds for
Puerto Rico were determined the same way as for states.
○ To that end, the President will direct the Secretary of the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services to propose reforms to Medicare
reimbursement to address chronic underpayment of the program.
○ The historically low Medicare Advantage payment rates and their
consequences for Puerto Rico's health care system will also be addressed
by directing the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services to develop and recommend payment reforms and improvements
to the program.
○ Investment in community health centers will be expanded and the
portfolio of health care providers will be increased. Community health
centers are a critical part of the Puerto Rican health care system, which
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served nearly 360,000 patients in 2017. Federal investment in community
health centers will double, resulting in an investment of more than $100
million.
○ Expand access to free COVID-19 health care services. Biden will lead a
decisive public health response to COVID-19 and ensure the residents of
Puerto Rico and all Americans receive the resources they need to address
the public health crisis. He will ensure availability of free testing and
eliminate cost barriers to preventative care and treatment for COVID-19.
The administration will set national safety guidelines, empower
local-decision-making and provide emergency funding for public schools
to support re-opening for in-person instruction.
● Provide Puerto Rican families with equal access to nutritional assistance and work
to make Puerto Rico eligible for SNAP and ensure that Puerto Ricans who meet
SNAP eligibility criteria receive the same support they would receive in the
continental United States.
● Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits will be provided. Given the fact that
a federal court recently ruled that Puerto Ricans should be eligible for the
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) program but the Trump Administration has
appealed the ruling. Given that reality, the Federal Working Group will examine
possible courses of action that will ensure that residents of Puerto Rico have
access to these benefits as was the commitment of President Biden.
(4) Provide relief from unsustainable debt.
● Regarding Puerto Rico's fiscal situation, the Biden-Harris Administration will
chart a new course to address Puerto Rico's unsustainable debts. To that end, it
will seek to relieve the debt burden that is holding back Puerto Rico's economy by
reversing the fiscal austerity policy imposed by the Financial Management and
Oversight Board.
● We will support a review of these policies and partner with the Government of
Puerto Rico to make substantial investments to promote economic growth,
including infrastructure, and to protect essential services. Further ensuring that
Puerto Rican representatives have a voice.
● The Biden Administration will work to clarify the respective roles of the
Government of Puerto Rico and the Financial Management and Oversight Board
so that they can resolve Puerto Rico's financial challenges in a manner that
respects the authority of Puerto Rico's elected leaders to govern.
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● An audit of Puerto Rico's debt will be supported and if illegal actions in violation
of Puerto Rico's Constitution are found, they will be void. An audit of the island's
debt will allow Puerto Rico to plan a fair and sustainable fiscal path.
● It will be part of federal public policy to ensure that low- and moderate-income
Puerto Ricans and pensioners are protected in any debt restructuring.
(5) Expand access to education and workforce training.
● The public-school system will be invested in and rebuilt. President Joe Biden will
triple Title I funding for schools serving children from low-income families and
provide all funding for the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).
For Puerto Rico, this will mean a total of more than $1.2 billion in funds under
Title I and almost $300 million under IDEA.
● Puerto Rican school districts will be able to use these Title I funds to pay teachers
competitive salaries, offer preschool to all 3- and 4-year-olds, and provide all
students with access to rigorous courses.
● Investments will be made in school infrastructure to correct the fact that 95% of
the island's schools do not meet current earthquake safety building codes.
● President Biden will provide $100 billion for school construction, including funds
specifically designated for Puerto Rico. This investment will enable Puerto Rico
to make significant progress in ensuring that all students attend school in safe and
healthy learning environments.
● Pathways to college and the workforce will be provided. To that end, keeping
students in school and providing them with opportunities after high school
requires strengthening the connections between high schools, the University of
Puerto Rico and community colleges and employers; and giving each student the
opportunity to earn college credit or a workforce credential in high school.
● The Federal Working Group will provide guidance and technical assistance to
help the island leverage the resources of the Department of Education, the
Department of Labor, and the Department of Health and Human Services to
support these goals. And on-the-job learning opportunities will be created.
● It will also ensure that workers in Puerto Rico can access individualized
professional services to help them find a job, develop a career plan, or obtain
other forms of job training.
● Investments will be made in the University of Puerto Rico as an engine of
economic growth. And as part of his Plan for Education Beyond High School,
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President Biden will allocate more than $70 billion to minority-serving
institutions (MSIs) such as the University of Puerto Rico, which will be included
in this program.
● Biden will increase support for mental health by dramatically increasing
investment in student mental health by doubling the number of psychologists,
school counselors, nurses, social workers, and other health professionals in Puerto
Rico's schools.
● As part of the efforts the administration will ensure that any initiative to forgive or
reduce student loan debts of young people or their parents for academic studies
includes residents of Puerto Rico on an equal basis with the 50 states.
● To this end, a detailed breakdown of the total number of youth and/or their
families who have taken out student loans under the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) program will be required.
(6) The Biden-Harris administration will work with representatives who support each of
the status options in Puerto Rico to engage in a fair and binding process to determine
their own status.

FULL PLAN:
BIDEN-HARRIS PLAN FOR RECOVERY, RENEWAL AND RESPECT FOR
PUERTO RICO

