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Chairman Grijalva, Ranking Member González- Colón, and members of the Committee: 
 
For years, Congress has entertained the idea of putting an end to the unresolved issue of Puerto Rico’s political 
status but has failed. Some reasons, or excuses if you will, have included that Congress should not interfere, that 
no option had a majority, or that Puerto Ricans needed consensus.  And many members of Congress have preferred 
to take no position on the future of Puerto Rico’s status hiding behind their support for self-determination.  
 
Things are different now. On November 3rd of last year, the residents of Puerto Rico voted to resolve their status. 
The process was straightforward. An up or down, yes or no, vote on statehood.   
 
It was a referendum much like many other territories had prior to becoming states.  And the majority of the voters 
in Puerto Rico said yes to statehood.  More Puerto Ricans voted for statehood than for any candidate running in 
that same election.  
 
So, today we are here again to discuss Puerto Rico’s political future.  
I contend that we should only be discussing how to enable the freely and democratically expressed will of the 
American citizens of Puerto Rico. They deserve an answer to their request for statehood.   
 
That is precisely what the Puerto Rico Statehood Admission Act does.  As a self-executing legislation, the bill 
sets out the terms and conditions by which Puerto Rico could be admitted as a state, and presents a formal offer 
of statehood to the U.S. citizens of Puerto Rico who, in turn, are given the opportunity to accept or reject the 
admission in a final referendum.  
 
If the majority votes (again) in favor of equality, Puerto Rico will begin a transition to statehood.  
 
Let me be clear, this bill does not force or impose statehood on Puerto Rico; it only offers statehood and provides 
a proven mechanism and the legal means for it to happen.  
 
When statehood is granted, the U.S. citizens of Puerto Rico will have equal rights, equal responsibilities and full 
representation in the U.S. Congress, and will be treated equally under all federal laws, policies and programs.  
Puerto Rico will also be able to participate in U.S. presidential elections to select the leaders that implement the 
laws they live under.  
 
Perhaps most importantly, for the very first time, the world’s greatest democracy, will offer equality to the U.S. 
citizens of Puerto Rico, who have been unequal to their fellow Americans for well over a century. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unfortunately, we are also here today to discuss another bill which offers a convoluted process to deal with 
unknown status options or status options that Puerto Rico’s voters have already rejected.   
 
Those who did not like the people’s choice in the November plebiscite, many who for years had dared proponents 
of statehood to carry out an up or down vote on statehood, now choose to ignore the results, change the process, 
and change the questions. Anything to avoid accepting the will of the people.   
 
HR 2070, ironically called the Puerto Rico Self Determination Act, is the farthest thing from self-determination.   
It is the epitome of colonialism.   
 
It not only ignores the people’s vote, but it also aims to tell Puerto Ricans what the process to express their will 
should be.  That is not self-determination, that is an imposed determination.  
 
If you claim to favor self-determination, then you must support what Puerto Rico’s voters freely determined, and 
that means admitting Puerto Rico as a state.  You must take a stand on their choice. 
 
In the late 1860s, members of Congress just like you, against great opposition, stood on the right side of history 
and granted all men the right to vote, including African-Americans. 
 
In the early 1920s, members of Congress just like you, stood on the right side of history and granted women the 
right to vote.  
 
In 1964 members of Congress just like you, stood on the right side of history, and voted to prohibit discrimination 
and segregation. 
 
Our nation still has much to do to become a more perfect union and to live up to the democratic ideals that are 
based on equality for all. 
Now, the question I pose to you is: On which side of history will you stand?  
 
Will the position of this committee, and of this Congress, be that American citizens who want full equality, should 
be denied it? 
 
Will you tell the thousands of soldiers and veterans from Puerto Rico who have fought and died for those 
democratic ideals, that they have not earned their right to be equal under the U.S. Constitution?  
That they must defend this great country in war, but cannot enjoy its democracy at home?   
 
Are you okay with telling their spouses, their children, and their widows and widowers, that they do not deserve 
to vote for the president that sent them in harm’s way? 
 
This is not about whether you support self-determination. 
This is about whether, as members of Congress, you are willing to stand on the side of equality and respect the 
results of our vote. 
 
My people and I will never consent to inequality.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inequality is un-American.  
 
And we must all stand against it. 
 
That is why I stand in front of you today to speak for the American citizens of Puerto Rico who spoke with their 
vote.  
 
We deserve equality as American citizens.  
 
And we will not stop this fight until we achieve it.      
        
Thank you very much. 


