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Toe Honorable Raul Grijalva 
Chairman 
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US House of Representativés 
Us Capitol Building, Washington DC 

Dear Chairman Grijalva: 

I appreciate that Congress and the Biden Administration aim to significantly increase investments 
in renewable energy projects to help combat the climate change crisis, while creating new jobs and 
lowering energy costs in the emerging green economy. As you know, Puerto Rico has suffered 
from recen! catastrophic storms tied to global warming. We have also struggled too long to 
incorporate renewable energy systems to help reduce our exorbitant energy costs. Our public 
policy is to attain a clean energy generation grid and a resilient transmission and distribution 
system. I appreciate your leadership for taking on these challenges, which are inextricably linked 
to persisten! socioeconomic hurdles that we face as we try to foster jobs and sustainable economic 
growth. Without a transformational energy agenda, it is impossible to raise our quality of life and 
the standard of living for ali Puerto Ricans, and to provide for a balanced budget and effective 
delivery of critica! services that anchor a viable social safety network. 

Henceforth, I wanted to bring to your personal attention "poison pill" dynarnic contained in the 
Build Back Better legislation. While perhaps well intended, the language that was included in the 
House passed "BBB" Act (Section 71002), which would extend to the Secretary of the Interior 
authority through the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM), would inexplicably limit 
Puerto Rico's curren! ability to develop offshore wind energy ("OSW'') projects in the territorial 
waters off Puerto Rico. 

Curren! federal and local laws allow for Puerto Rico's Departrnent ofNatural Resources and the 
Environrnent (DNER) to partner with the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) to 
consider permittil).g these types of projects in waters up to 9 nautical miles off our coast under the 
Coastal Zone Management Act. In brief, DNER can grant sublease agreements through which 
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revenues would go to the Commonwealth's treasury. In addition, Puerto Rico enacted a Public 
Private Partnership Act (PPPA) to facilitate expeditious review new projects that will help 
modernize Puerto Rico's infrastructure, including we hope, offshore wind projects that are feasible 
and suitable. Toe PPPA framework is battle-tested, transparent and has received multiple 
accolades as a reference P3 model in the U.S. and the Americas. 

Section 71002 would not only limit Puerto Rico's ability to bring these projects forward 
expeditiously but, it would also take away our ability to raise revenue from OSW energy projects 
in our territorial waters and beyond. Toe provision severs our current ability to fast-track new 
OSW projects and also undermines our P3 Law. Based on BOEM's dismal track record and the 
multiple time delays and extra hurdles faced by mainland projects, we believe that Section 71002 
is - in effect - a "poison pill" that it will create additional delays for a process that could 
otherwise move forward much more efficiently at this time, consistent with ali local and federal 
environmental laws. Paradoxically, a few weeks ago the US Department of Energy released a 
strategic assessment and report concerning OSW development in the USA, markedly staying 
absolutely silent about Puerto Rico and the USVI. We are not even in the official planning maps 
and BOEM usually takes sorne 6-9 years to assess and fully endorse/permit OSW projects. Puerto 
Rico clamors for a decoupling from fossil fuels now, in the short term, not in a decade or two. 

Finally, it has come to my attention that interests tied to fossil fue Is contracts with the Puerto Rico 
Electric Power Authority (PREPA) may be behind the precursor legislation concerning the notion 
of extending to BOEM this new authority. This makes no sense, and·our current ability should be 
left under the Coastal Zone Management Act, the Puerto Rico DNER, the USACE, and our local 
P3 framework to manage and expedite OSW projects. Delaying these projects through a BOEM 
process will extend for years very costly fossil fue) contracts with PREPA to meet energy 
generation needs. Toe excessive added fossil fuels would hit Puerto Rico's working class 
disproportionally, in effect a hidden tax amounting to billions of dollars over the next decade. In 
addition, avoidable significant carbon emissions will continue to adversely impact our health, and 
that of the planet. This would be inconsistent with President Biden's commitrnents made in 
Glasgow a few months ago. 

Please help me foster Puerto Rico's ambitious agenda to leapfrog forward and deploy OSW clean 
renewable ener~ projects in our coas~! waters. Your assistance in eliminating such "poison pill" 
from an emergmg revamped BBB b1ll would be forever appreciated. Help us by stopping the 
current language from becoming law. 

Best regards, 

ce: House Comminee on Natural Resources Members 

2 


